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Did you hear about the League of
Women Voters during the last election?
The league might have held a debate in
your town.

For nearly 90 years, the League of Women
Voters has been working to protect
Americans’ right to vote and to educate
voters about the issues and candidates.

In honor of Women’s History Month
this March, The Mini Page takes a look
at this important group.
The beginning

Susan B. Anthony first proposed an
amendment to give voting rights to
women in 1878. In 1919, the U.S. House
and Senate passed the 19th Amendment,
which would give women the right to vote.
By 1920, women suffrage* leaders believed
their long struggle was coming to an end.
It looked like the amendment would
become law. Women would get the vote.
*Suffrage (SUH-frij) is the right to vote.
Leaders in the struggle for women’s right to
vote were called suffragists, or suffragettes.

The National American Woman
Suffrage Association wanted to make
sure this new group of voters would be
responsible voters. They changed the
purpose of their
group and
changed their
name to the
League of
Women Voters.

A growing purpose 
The new group was formed to provide

non-partisan* information to women
voters. Founder Carrie Chapman Catt
also urged the league to “finish the fight”
and work to end all discrimination
against women.
*Non-partisan (nahn-PAHR-tuh-zun) means
not connected to a political party or group.

In addition, World War I had just
ended. League members wanted to help
rebuild our country and strengthen our
democracy. They made it their mission to
do this by educating all American citizens
about political issues.

Men soon realized that the League of
Women Voters provided useful and fair
information they could use too. Respect
for the league grew.

In 1973, the league voted to allow men
to become members. Today, about 3
percent of league members are men.

Branching out
During the Depression in the 1930s,

gasoline was expensive and hard to get.
League members had trouble traveling to
the national meeting. They began
meeting in smaller neighborhood groups
to talk about important local issues.

Today there are more than 850 state
and local leagues. These branches work
on local and national concerns.

Protecting the Right to Vote

The League of Women Voters
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League of Women Voters
founder Carrie Chapman
Catt (center, in white) leads
a protest march for
women’s suffrage in 1917.
When it looked as if women
would finally get the vote,
Carrie and other leaders
founded the League of
Women Voters to give new
voters helpful information.

In 1920, league members attended the
Democratic and Republican conventions to
talk about problems of that time.

Mini Spy . . .
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Mini Spy and her friends are supporting women’s rights. See if
you can find: • word MINI  • boomerang  • number 3  • fish

• football
• rake
• saw
• letter A
• number 7
• letter D
• ruler
• letter H
• pencil
• banana
• whale
• letter B
• lima bean
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Working on issues
Although the League of Women

Voters is not connected with any party
or organization, it does support causes
that its members think are important.

Some of the top issues the league has
worked for include:

• Social Security
• food and drug safety
• founding the United Nations
• civil rights
• government honesty and openness
• global warming
• protecting the environment
• children at risk.

Informed voting
In its early years, the league began

teaching new immigrants about elections
and candidates. It gave candidates
questionnaires about their beliefs and
passed on the answers to immigrants
and the whole country.

Working for Causes

Ongoing struggles
Although many of the league’s causes

are new, others are old problems that
are still around today. Some of these
ongoing struggles include:

• health care
• education

opportunities for
everyone

• protecting
citizens’ voting rights. Today this
includes making sure voting machines
count votes properly and that voter
registration is fair and easy for everyone.

Words that remind us of the League of Women Voters are hidden in the
block below. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally. See if you
can find:  VOTE,  SUFFRAGE,  CAUSES,  DEBATE,  ISSUES,  CIVIL,
RIGHTS,  NEW,  CITIZENS,  CANDIDATES,  ELECTION,  HISTORY,
SUSAN,  ANTHONY,  CONSTITUTION,  DEMOCRACY,  TELEVISED,  ASK.

The League of
Women Voters

TRY ’N
FIND

EVERY VOTE
COUNTS!

E C S S E S U A C I S E R P A
L R I U A C T K E T A B E D N
E I I V S D E S I V E L E T T
C G S N I A S N E Z I T I C H
T H S A E L N Y R O T S I H O
I T U S V W E G A R F F U S N
O S E K K Y C A R C O M E D Y
N V S N O I T U T I T S N O C
K E T O V S E T A D I D N A C
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Basset Brown

The News

Hound’s
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One of the causes the League
of Women Voters is working on
today is the right for residents
of Washington, D.C., to vote
for representatives who have a
full vote in Congress. 
U.S. citizens living in Washington,
D.C., do not have this
representation. They can vote
for a member of Congress, but
that representative cannot vote
on laws. He or she can only
speak out for the D.C. citizens.
Their signs say “No taxation
without representation.” Do
you know what historical event
the signs refer to?

The League of Women Voters fought for
African-Americans’ right to vote. In the
1950s, league members watch to make sure
this woman gets to vote.

In 1928, the league sponsored the first radio
broadcast on candidates’ views.

Rookie Cookie’s Recipe
Meat and Cheese Roll-Ups
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Meet Anne-Sophie Mutter
Anne-Sophie Mutter is known as one of the top

violinists in the world.
She was born in Rheinfelden in Baden, Germany.

She began playing the piano when she was 5 years old.
She also began playing the violin when she was a
young girl.

Now 45, Anne-Sophie began performing as a soloist
at famous music festivals in Europe when she was 13.

She began recording with Deutsche Grammophon when she was only
14. She has since recorded many CDs and has taught violin at the Royal
Academy of Music in London.

She gives benefit concerts to support many charitable causes,
including the victims of the Sichuan, China, earthquake; arts and music
groups; orphanages; medical causes such as leukemia and AIDS
research; and help for deaf children. She set up the Anne-Sophie Mutter
Foundation to support young musicians throughout the world.

Anne-Sophie has homes in Germany and Austria.

You’ll need:
• 4 mozzarella cheese sticks
• 8 thinly sliced sandwich pickles
• 24 thin slices of deli meat (turkey, ham or roast beef)
• mustard or mayonnaise (optional)
What to do:
1. Slice mozzarella cheese sticks in half lengthwise, making 8

sticks.
2. Wrap pickle slices around cheese sticks.
3. Next, wrap 3 slices deli meat around pickle, forming a long

cylinder.
4. Serve with mustard or mayonnaise as a dip. Makes 8 roll-ups.
You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.
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Go dot to dot and color this suffragist.

5All the following jokes have something in common.
Can you guess the common theme or category?
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Ina: What is the difference between the law
and an ice cube?

Izaha: One is justice and the other is just ice!

Isiah: What do you get if five elephants walk
across a glacier?

Irma: Crushed ice!

Isaac: Did you hear the joke about the ice cube?
Isabel: Yes, but it left me cold!
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The importance of voting
League of Women Voters members

believe voting is our most valuable civil
right. Much of the league’s work has
focused on making sure all adult
citizens gain and keep that right.

League members urge adults to vote
in all elections, local and presidential.
They urge kids to talk about the issues
with their parents.
Now is a good time
for kids to begin
learning all they can,
so that they will be
educated voters when
the time comes.

Televised debates
As part of their efforts to give

information to voters, the League of
Women Voters began sponsoring
political debates. These debates allowed
voters to hear for themselves what a
candidate had to say.

In 1952, the league sponsored the
first televised presidential debate in
history. This debate was among all the
candidates for president, not just the
two top party picks.

From 1976 to 1988, it again
sponsored televised presidential
debates. The league was the host, and it
set the rules. It did not let candidates
and political parties make demands.

In 1980, Jimmy
Carter refused to
debate with both
Republican nominee
Ronald Reagan and
independent
candidate John
Anderson. Carter did
not want to debate
an independent
candidate, or someone not chosen by a
major political party.

But the league didn’t back down. It
held the debate without Carter. Reagan
won the election. Many experts believe
Carter’s refusal to participate in this
debate hurt his standing among voters.

League-Sponsored Debates

Major parties take over
Republicans and Democrats were

unhappy with the league’s debate
questions. They did not want to let in
independent or third-party candidates.

In 1984, the two major parties tried
to control the debates. They rejected
nearly 70 journalists the league
proposed for the first debate.

Voters were so angry that the
Republicans and Democrats

backed down. They did not
veto a single journalist as
a panelist for the second
debate.

However, in 1988, the George H.W.
Bush and Michael Dukakis campaigns
agreed to new debate rules in a secret
document. The agreement detailed who
could be in the audience and who would
ask the questions in the debate. It got
rid of follow-up questions.

The league found out about the secret
document and told the public. The league
announced that it had no intention of being
part of “the hoodwinking of the American
public.” It withdrew its sponsorship.

Republicans and Democrats then
formed the Presidential Debates
Commission to handle these events.

Although the league no longer
sponsors presidential debates, it still
sponsors debates for candidates running
in state and local races.

The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist
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Republican candidate
Ronald Reagan debates
independent candidate
John Anderson during
the 1980 election. Then-
President Jimmy Carter
refused to take part in
this League of Women
Voters debate.

The Mini Page thanks Maggie Duncan, League
of Women Voters, for help with this issue.

Site to see: www.lwv.org

Look through your newspaper for stories
about issues people are working on. Are
these issues new or older problems?

Next week The Mini Page is about Deaf
History Month.

Jimmy Carter

League of Women Voters members try to get
men and women of all races to vote in 1960.
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Supersport: Renee Montgomery
Height: 5-7 Birthdate: 12-2-86
Residence:  St. Albans, W. Va.

On the basketball court, Renee Montgomery rocks. And
that’s one reason why the University of Connecticut’s top-
ranked women’s team rolls.

A four-year starter, Montgomery is a talented point guard
who steers her undefeated team. She handles the ball; she
scores; she leads.

In the Huskies’ 26-0 start, the senior All-America led UConn in assists
with 5.3 per game and ranked second behind star Maya Moore in scoring
(16.3 points per game) and steals (37).

Before joining Connecticut’s tradition-rich program, Montgomery was a
McDonald’s All-America at South Charleston High in West Virginia. Twice
she led her high school team to a state championship.

Now Montgomery, a communications major, wants to help UConn hang
another national championship banner.

TM


