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This year National Library Week
will be celebrated April 12-18. The
theme is “Worlds connect @ your
library.” The Mini Page meets some
of this year’s book award winners.

The Caldecott Medal is
presented each year to the
illustrator of the most
distinguished picture book for
children.

Beth Krommes (rhymes with
“Thomas”) won the 2009 Caldecott Medal
for “The House in the Night.” She has
illustrated five other books for kids.

Her art
Beth Krommes illustrates with a

special technique called scratchboard.
She covers a piece of cardboard with thin
white clay and black India ink. She
scratches through the black, photocopies
the artwork, and watercolors the copy.

Childhood
Beth has known she wanted to be an

artist since she was about 5 years old. “I
can remember distinctly the moment I
knew,” she said. “I was in kindergarten
working on crayon drawings of flowers. I
remember thinking, ‘Wow! This is really
fun.’”

When she was in fifth grade, she began
going to Saturday morning art classes.
She continued with the same teacher
throughout high school.

Background
Beth got her advanced college degree

in art education. She taught for a time
and still enjoys school visits with
elementary school students.

She became an art director for a
computer magazine. She enjoyed learning
about computers, she said. “It was fun to
take really complicated subjects and
make them into images that were fun.”

Beth illustrated books, including
cookbooks. She began illustrating covers
for children’s magazines after her
daughter Olivia was born in 1992. She
later began illustrating children’s books.

Advice to kids
“Every kid in elementary school feels

good about their art. (Then) when they’re
in the fifth grade, kids start to decide
they can’t draw and start thinking
they’re no good.

“Don’t lose confidence as you get older.
Keep drawing. Work with your ideas. It’s
so sad to see kids get so critical of what
they’re doing (as they get older).”

2009 Caldecott Medal Winner

Meet Illustrator Beth Krommes

Beth and her husband, Dave Rowell, live in
Peterborough, N.H., with their two daughters,
Olivia, 16, and Marguerite, 13. Dave is a
computer programmer and birdwatcher. The
family has one cat.
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“The House in
the Night” by
Susan Marie
Swanson tells
of the
beautiful,
comforting
things that
shine in the
night.

To learn more about Beth Krommes’ art
technique, go to: www.bethkrommes.com

jacket art © 2004 by Beth Krommes,
published by Houghton Mifflin Co.

“The Hidden
Folk: Stories of
Fairies, Dwarves,
Selkies, and
Other Secret
Beings,” by Lise
Lunge-Larsen,
tells stories of
magical
creatures.

Mini Spy . . .
from The Mini Page © 2009 Universal Press Syndicate

Mini Spy enjoys reading to her younger sister. See if you can find:
• lima bean
• ladder
• pea pod
• exclamation

mark
• letter E
• carrot
• olive
• ruler
• lips
• kite
• sailboat
• Easter egg
• pencil
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Author Award
Kadir Nelson won the

Coretta Scott King
Author Award for “We
Are the Ship: The Story
of Negro League
Baseball.” This is the
first book he has written.
He is best known as a children’s book
illustrator. He also won a King Illustrator
Honor Book award for this book.

Illustrator Award
Floyd Cooper won the

King Illustrator Award for
“The Blacker the Berry.”
He has illustrated several
other kids’ books. He has
written three books as well.

Illustrator Honor Books
Sean Qualls has illustrated several

books for kids. He has also created art
for magazines, newspapers and ads.

Coretta Scott King Winners

Carole Boston
Weatherford is a poet,
children’s book author
and teacher.

Words that remind us of libraries are hidden in the block below. Some
words are hidden backward or diagonally. See if you can find:  BOOKS,
NEWSPAPER,  COMPUTERS,  INTERNET,  VIDEOS,  MUSIC,  MAP,
DICTIONARY,  ENCYCLOPEDIA,  ART,  MANUAL,  LAWS,  MAGAZINES,
NOVELS,  PICTURE,  READERS,  DESK,  CHAIRS,  STUDY.

Library Week TRY ’N
FIND

CHECK OUT A
GREAT BOOK!

M N B V S R E T U P M O C R R

A E P O I T E N R E T N I V E
G W I M O D A K S L E V O N A
A S C U V K E R S R I A H C D
Z P T S D M S O T Y D U T S E
I A U I E W A V S L A W S Y R
N P R C S L K P L A U N A M S
E E E V K Y R A N O I T C I D
S R K A I D E P O L C Y C N E
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Basset Brown

The News

Hound’s

TM

Author Honor Books
Hope Anita Smith is a professional

storyteller who teaches poetry-writing
workshops for students in all grade
levels.

Jerry Pinkney has
won many awards for
his illustrations and art.

Joyce Carol Thomas won an Honor
Book award for “The Blacker the Berry.”
She has written several other books for
kids.

Kadir Nelson
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“We Are the Ship:
The Story of Negro
League Baseball” is
the true story of
athletes who fought
and won against
discrimination.
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“Keeping the Night
Watch” uses poetry to
tell how a family heals
after the father leaves
and then returns.
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“Becoming Billie Holiday”
uses poetry to tell the
story of a real-life blues
singer.
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“The Blacker
the Berry” by
Joyce Carol
Thomas uses
poems to show
the beauty of
the many
shades of
black.
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“Before John Was a
Jazz Giant” by Carole
Boston Weatherford
tells the true story of
the famous jazz
saxophonist John
Coltrane. 

jacket art © 2008 by Jerry
Pinkney, published by Dial Books
for Young Readers

“The Moon Over Star” by
Dianna Hutts Aston tells of
a young girl dreaming of
becoming an astronaut.

Coretta Scott King Awards are
given each year to an
outstanding black author and
illustrator.
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Floyd Cooper

Rookie Cookie’s Recipe
Zucchini Bread
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Meet Janice Huff
Janice Huff will be starring in several

episodes of “Cyberchase” on PBS-TV and
online beginning April 20. “Cyberchase,” a
show teaching kids about math, will be
featuring programs on the weather and
climate change.

Janice is a meteorologist, or weather
forecaster, for WNBC News in New York, as
well as for the Sunday “Today” show. She

also hosts a weekly show in New York City about adoption. She
does a great deal of charity work for kids’ issues such as foster
care.

Janice, 48, grew up in New York City and Columbia, S.C. She
went to college in Florida and now lives in New Jersey.

You’ll need:
• 3 eggs, beaten
• 2 cups sugar
• 1 cup canola oil
• 2 cups grated zucchini squash
• 3 cups flour (whole-wheat or all-purpose)
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
What to do:
1. Mix beaten eggs with sugar, then oil.
2. Add grated zucchini, then add flour 1 cup at a time until well-mixed.
3. Stir in remaining ingredients.
4. Coat 2 loaf pans with cooking spray. Pour half of zucchini mixture in each

pan.
5. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 to 55 minutes until center of each loaf springs

back when you touch it.
6. Cut into slices and serve with butter or cream cheese.
*You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.
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All the following jokes have something in common.
Can you guess the common theme or category?

Brad: What are marshmallows filed under in a
library?

Bo: The Gooey Decimal System!

Barb: Why was the clock in trouble at
the library?

Biff: It tocked too loud!

TM

TM

• 1 teaspoon salt
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 2 teaspoons cinnamon
• 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg

Bart: Where is a good place to read books about trees?
Betsy: At a branch library!
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Kathi Appelt also is a National Book
Award finalist for “The Underneath.”
She has written more than 30 books for
children and young adults.
Background

Kathi’s parents encouraged her to
create art. When she was about 3 years
old, her mother divided the garage wall
into three panels, one for Kathi and
each of her sisters. They were allowed to
draw or write anything they wanted on
those walls.

When she was in second grade, an
aunt gave her a diary with a lock. “It
was probably the lock that made it so
wonderful,” Kathi said. “I had two
younger sisters, and having that lock, I
could write whatever I wanted, and
nobody had access to it but me. There’s
a real freedom about that.” She has
continued to write in a diary or journal
ever since.

Journaling is a wonderful way to
learn how to become a good writer,
Kathi said. “It’s like swimming laps
before swimming the race.”

Telling stories
“It is in our nature to create,” Kathi

said. “We are the creative animal. We’re
the story animal. We’re the only ones
who tell stories, as far as we know.

“Cave dwellers told their stories by
drawing on walls,” she said. “Stories can
take different forms. You can tell stories
by writing or drumming.”

Today, she said, “the Internet has sort
of become our campfire where we come
together to tell our stories. We all want
to share our stories.”

Meet Author Kathi Appelt
Her work

Kathi did not think about writing
books for kids until she had her own
kids. “I didn’t know children’s books at
all, except for the ones I’d read as a
child,” she said. Then she mostly read
books about horses.

“When my boys came along, I fell in
love with their books,” she said. “It was
such a pleasure to read to them. I
became enchanted with these books. I
loved what happened when I sat down
and read to them. It was a wondrous,
magical thing.”

A friend of hers asked Kathi if she’d
ever thought of writing her own
children’s books. Her friend’s suggestion
gave Kathi the idea.

She joined groups and took classes to
learn about writing children’s books.
She stayed home with her sons when
they were little. She didn’t really start
writing kids’ books until her sons were
in school all day.

Now she works on her writing seven
days a week — writing, doing research
for a story, or thinking about the story.

The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist
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“The Underneath”
tells of a hound
that makes friends
with a mother cat
and her kittens.
The animals face
the dangers of a
cruel man and the
wilderness.

Kathi, 54, and her husband, Ken, live in
College Station, Texas. Ken is a researcher
in adult literacy and a musician. They have
two grown-up sons.

Look through your newspaper for events in
the news. Write a story about a character
who might have been in that event.

Next week The Mini Page celebrates Earth
Day with a story about water.
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“Miss Lady Bird’s
Wildflowers: How a
First Lady Changed
America” is the story of
how a real-life little girl
who loved wildflowers
grew up to become
first lady and shared
flowers with America.

Advice to kids
“Write like your fingers are on fire, so

that when you’re done, you have to blow
on them,” Kathi said.
Some favorite things
Color: purple Music: folk music
Game: Scrabble
Hobbies: watching movies, reading

The John Newbery Medal is
awarded each year to the
author of the most
outstanding children’s book.
This year’s medal was awarded
to Neil Gaiman for “The Graveyard
Book.” Kathi Appelt won a 2009 Newbery
Honor Book award for “The Underneath.”
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Supersport: Travis and Chavis Holmes
Height for each: 6-4 Hometown:
Charlotte, N.C.
Weight for each: 195

Travis Holmes pops in a jump shot. No, wait! Maybe that
was Chavis Holmes?

Fans watching Virginia Military Institute’s basketball
team — the highest-scoring Division I team in the nation — are apt to do a double take.
Travis and Chavis are 6-4, 195-pound twins who turn into twin terrors on the court.

As the Keydets compiled a 24-8 record after 32 games and achieved their first winning
season in 11 years, Chavis averaged 22 points per game, shot 44.1 percent from 3-point
range and had 105 steals to lead the Big South Conference in all three categories. Travis was
right on his heels with 19.1 points per game and 87 steals. They have combined for more
than 3,700 career points, the most ever by twins in college basketball.

The brothers also have similar academic interests. Both are pursuing degrees in
economics and business management.

To succeed in the classroom and on the court at VMI takes extra discipline. No sleeping late.
No sloughing off. Like all Keydets, they are in military uniform and at reveille, the
beginning of the day for people in the military, before 7 o’clock in the morning. Then they’re
on to class and practice.

And on game nights? That’s really when the twins rise and shine.

TM

Travis and Chavis Holmes


