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People who invent something, have a
new idea, make a dream come true, or are
the first to do something are often called
the “father” or “mother” of that new
thing. For example, we often call George
Washington the “father of our country.”

The Mini Page celebrates Father’s Day,
June 21, by remembering some famous
men who many believe led the way in
their field.

Father of the country
George Washington not only led the

Colonies in the fight for independence
from Britain, but also guided the country
through its birth. He helped create a new
kind of country, one ruled by the people.

Washington was a delegate to the First
and Second Continental Congresses. They
met to decide how to deal with Britain’s
growing unfairness.

In 1775, delegates elected Washington
commander in chief of the Continental
Army. Every president since has also
been the commander in chief.

After leading America to victory,
Washington pushed the new country to
adopt a constitution.

When he was elected America’s first
president, Washington set the pattern for
future presidents. He refused to serve a
third term. He was so popular that he
could have had as much power as a king.
But he thought this went against the
principles of America.

George Washington (1732-1799) was born in
Virginia. His family were well-off farmers. He
worked as a surveyor and joined the British
Colonial army. Before the Revolutionary War,
he served in the Virginia House of Burgesses,
or the Colonial legislature.

Father of the Constitution
James Madison helped write the

Virginia Constitution in 1776. He was
later the main author of the U.S.
Constitution. He also helped write articles
persuading Americans to adopt it.

Madison helped set up the country’s
system of checks and balances. This
means the president, Congress and the 

Supreme Court all keep a watch on
each other.

When he was elected to the U.S.
Congress, he helped write the Bill of
Rights, making human rights a stronger
part of the Constitution.

He was elected as the fourth president
of the U.S. in 1808. In 1812, because
Britain was seizing ships and sailors,
Madison declared war on Britain. He had
to flee when the British set fire to the
Capitol and the White House.

Father of biology
Aristotle (ARE-ih-

STAHT-uhl) is known as
one of the greatest
philosophers, or
thinkers, of all time.

He founded a school
for science and collected
much information about
plants and animals.

Celebrate Father’s Day

The Fathers of …
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James Madison (1751-
1836) was born in
Virginia as the oldest of
12 kids. Five of his
siblings died. He later
married the lively and
popular Dolley Todd.
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Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) was
born in Greece. His father
was the doctor for a king.

art courtesy Library of Congress
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Mini Spy loves making gifts and cards for Father’s Day.
See if you can find: • man in the moon • exclamation mark

• ice cream cone
• carrot
• football
• cat • lips
• ladder
• letter D
• candy cane
• comb • bell
• word MINI
• safety pin
• letter A
• heart
• lima bean
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Father of military strategy
Experts believe Sun

Tzu (soon zu) wrote “The
Art of War,” a book about
military strategy. It is
still studied today by the
military and by business
people.

His tips include: “Keep
your friends close, and
your enemies closer.”

Father of American literature
Mark

Twain is
famous for
his sharp
humor about
society. His
most famous
books include
“The
Adventures of
Tom Sawyer”
and
“Adventures
of
Huckleberry
Finn.”

He used speech that was true to the
way people really talked. This made his
books different from European
literature. This realistic speech also
upset many people.

For example, Twain’s character
Huckleberry Finn is a runaway who
uses racist language because he doesn’t
know any better. But the book shows
that after spending time with a
runaway slave, Huck begins to question
whether slavery is right.

More Fathers of …

Father of science fiction
In his novels from the mid-1800s, Jules

Verne predicted airplanes,
space flight, TV, movies
and submarines. His
writing includes
“Twenty Thousand
Leagues Under the
Sea” and “Around the
World in Eighty
Days.”

Words that remind us of famous fathers are hidden in the block below.
Some words are hidden backward or diagonally. See if you can find:
TWAIN,  ARISTOTLE,  BABBAGE,  WASHINGTON,  BAER,  VIDEO,
BOOKS,  VERNE,  CONSTITUTION,  REVOLUTIONARY,  WAR,  TZU,
NAVY,  JONES,  INTERNET,  COMPUTERS,  BASKETBALL,  BERRY,
ROCK,  KID.

Father’s Day TRY ’N
FIND

MY DAD
IS GREAT!

A C B R L L L A B T E K S A B

R O V O O N O T G N I H S A W
I M J I O C K W K N I A W T N
S P B O D K K A I E N R E V A
T U K A N E S R D B E R R Y V
O T V K E E O B A B B A G E Y
T E T Z U R S T E N R E T N I
L R Y R A N O I T U L O V E R
E S L N O I T U T I T S N O C
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Fathers of the U.S. Navy
Commodore John Barry and Capt.

John Paul Jones both played big roles
in the founding of the U.S. Navy.

Barry commanded a Continental
Navy ship in the Revolutionary War.
Later, he commanded a Continental
Navy ship defending the Philadelphia
area. In 1794 he was named senior
captain of the new U.S. Navy.

Jones became an officer on a
Continental Navy ship in 1775. In 1779,
a British ship bombarded Jones’ ship.
When the British captain asked if Jones
wanted to surrender, he yelled, “I have
not yet begun to fight!” The U.S. won.
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Commodore John
Barry (1745-1803)
was born in Ireland.
He went to sea when
he was a young boy.

Capt. John Paul
Jones (1747-1792)
was born in
Scotland. He went
to sea at age 13.

Sun Tzu (about
500 B.C.) was
a Chinese
general.

Jules Verne (1828-1905)
was born in France.
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Mark Twain (1835-1910) was
born in Missouri and named
Samuel Langhorne Clemens.

Rookie Cookie’s Recipe
Applesauce Pancakes
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Meet Tom Kenny
Tom Kenny is the voice of Dr. Two Brains on the

PBS TV show “WordGirl.” He is also the voice of
SpongeBob, Gary and the narrator, or storyteller,
on Nickelodeon TV’s “SpongeBob SquarePants.”

He has provided voices for several other
animated TV shows, including Lumpus the Moose
on “Camp Lazlow,” Dog on “Catdog,” Heffer on
“Rocko’s Modern Life” and The Penguin on
“Batman.”

Other animated TV shows he has provided voices for include
“Super Robot Monkey Team,” “Brandy and Mr. Whiskers,”
“Handy Manny” and “Cow and Chicken.” He does comedy at
clubs and on TV shows. He also performs in a band.

Tom, 47, was born in East Syracuse, N.Y. He liked drawing
his own cartoons and reading comic books when he was a child.
He now lives in Los Angeles.

You’ll need:
• 2 cups biscuit baking mix
• 1 cup reduced-fat milk
• 2 eggs
• 1 cup applesauce
What to do:
1. Combine biscuit baking mix, milk, eggs, applesauce and cinnamon

in a medium-size bowl. Mix well until all baking mix is dissolved.
2. Pour 1/4 cup batter onto a greased griddle over medium-high heat.

Repeat for more pancakes.
3. Turn the pancakes when the edges look cooked and the top begins

to bubble.
4. Serve with pancake syrup and butter if desired. Serves 4 to 6.
You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.
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• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
• pancake syrup
• butter (optional)

All the following jokes have something in common.
Can you guess the common theme or category?

Walter: How did the boy react when he
heard the joke about the wolf?

Winton: He howled with laughter!

Wendy: How are playing cards and wolves
alike?

Wesley: They both come in
packs!

Wilbur: What do you call a wolf’s bad dream?
Willa: A bitemare!
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Father of video games
Ralph H. Baer

created and
developed the
machinery to play
video games. As a
young man, he
serviced radios. He
later got a college
degree in television
technology.

He also designed
surgical equipment
and radar
equipment. His
inventions include talking toy tools and
kids’ books.

Father of medicine
Hippocrates (hi-PAH-kruh-teez) was

a physician in Greece. Experts believe
he is the author of many works on
medicine.

He taught that illness happened
because of natural causes and not magic
or evil spirits. He not only taught about
making people
well, but also
taught doctors to
act ethically, or
morally.

Many doctors
still take a modern
form of the
Hippocratic oath.
They promise to
help the sick and
to do no harm.

Father of basketball
James

Naismith
took a job as
a physical
education
professor at a
college in
Springfield,
Mass. The
YMCA there
needed to
create an
indoor game
the students
could play
during the
winter.

So in 1891, Naismith invented
“basket ball.” In the first game, players
tried to shoot a soccer ball into two
peach baskets.

In 1898 he became the chaplain and
gym teacher at the University of
Kansas. He later became the basketball
coach as well.

Father of rock ’n’ roll
Chuck Berry is one

of the musical
pioneers who helped
rock ’n’ roll begin. He
wrote his own music
and lyrics.

He first sang on
stage at his high
school musical show.
After that, he learned to
play the guitar. He
mixed country-western
with his own sound.

More Fathers of …
Father of computers

Charles Babbage
created the first
mechanical
computer. He
designed two
computing
machines, the
“difference engine”
in the 1820s and
the “analytical
engine” in the
1830s. He did not
have funding, so his
“analytical engine” was never built.

He designed his computer to read
pieces of cardboard punched with holes.
His punch card design was based on
cards used in a loom for weaving.

Fathers of the Internet
While working for the U.S. Defense

Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA), Vinton Cerf, Robert Kahn and
others created a way to send the first e-
mail from place to place. They later
designed protocols, or ways data is
sent from computer to computer. These
are called TCP/IP, or Transmission
Control Protocol/Internet Protocol.
These made the Internet possible.

The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist
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Ralph H. Baer (1922 - )
was born in Germany.
He left Nazi Germany
with his parents and
sister in 1938. 

Hippocrates (about
460-377 B.C.) taught
students about
healing.

Look through your newspaper for stories and
pictures about fathers.

Next week The Mini Page is about martial arts.
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James Naismith (1861-
1939) was born in Ontario,
Canada. His parents died
when he was 9. He, a
sister and a brother then
lived with his uncle.

photo courtesy U.S. White House

Chuck Berry
(1926 - ) was
born in St. Louis.
His hits include
“Roll Over,
Beethoven,”
“Johnny B.
Goode” and
“Memphis.”
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Vinton Cerf (left) and Robert Kahn helped
create the Internet. Cerf (1943 - ) began
working on the set-up design for the
Internet about 10 years after college.
Kahn (1938 - ) worked at Bell Laboratories
and taught electrical engineering at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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Charles Babbage
(1791-1871) taught
math at Cambridge
University in England.
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Supersport: Andre Ethier
Height: 6-2 Birthdate: 4-10-82
Weight: 210 Hometown: Phoenix, Ariz.

It is only two months into the baseball season, but not too soon for Los
Angeles fans to be buzzing again about Andre Ethier and their Dodgers.

In LA’s great start and record-setting 13-0 streak at home, the 27-
year-old outfielder was a big contributor, batting .317. While hot teams
and hot hitters have often flickered out as spring turns into summer,

there’s reason to believe Ethier will have another solid year.
History says he’s a hitter. The former Arizona State player batted .308 as a rookie

in 2006, dropped to .284 in ’07, then led the Dodgers in batting average (.305) and
homers (20) last year.

While a lefthander batting and throwing, Ethier does things the right way. In ’06
and ’07, Ethier visited patients at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. He has gone to
see men and women at a homeless shelter in the Los Angeles area, participated in the
“Chef Jeff Project” that helps at-risk youth find a better way of life, and donated
money for needy children to shop at Christmas.

That’s the kind side of Ethier that opposing pitchers don’t see from the mound!

TM


