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Go dot to dot and color.

Eighty years ago this summer, in
Frankfurt, Germany, a baby girl was
born. The story of her short life would
later touch millions of readers.

Perhaps
a teacher
has read
parts of
“The Diary
of a Young
Girl” to
you. The
author of the diary, Anne Frank, wrote
about her experiences during the
Holocaust (HOLE-uh-kahst) in Europe
in the 1940s. She would have turned 80
years old last month.

This week, The Mini Page remembers
Anne Frank and finds out more about
her life and her famous book.
Family life

Anne Frank was born on June 12,
1929. She was the daughter of Otto and
Edith Frank. Otto sold spices and other
ingredients for making sausages. Anne’s
sister, Margot (MAR-goh), was
three years older than Anne.

The Franks were Jewish*,
but they were not very
religious. They lived in an
area with families of many
different faiths.
* Jewish people practice
a religion called Judaism
(JU-duh-ism).

Move to Amsterdam
In the early 1930s, Adolf Hitler’s Nazi

Party took power in Germany. Hitler
believed that Jewish people were trying
to take over the world. He wanted to
create a world that didn’t include Jews.

When Hitler became chancellor, or
leader, of Germany in 1933, Otto Frank
decided he must move his family away
from Germany. In 1934, Anne and her
family moved to Amsterdam, in the
Netherlands.

Nazi invasion
In 1934, Anne started school in

Amsterdam. She loved reading and
writing. She had many friends at school.

But in 1940, Germany invaded, or
took over, the Netherlands. The German
government segregated, or separated,
Jews from other citizens. Anne and
Margot had to switch to a Jewish school.
Jews were not allowed to see movies in
theaters. Anne’s father had to sell his
business to a non-Jew so that it wouldn’t
be taken over by the Nazis.
World War II

Germany had invaded other countries
too. In 1939, after Germany attacked
Poland, Britain and France declared war
on Germany. Other countries, including
the United States, joined the fight later.

World War II ended in 1945.

A Historical Diary

Meet Anne Frank

The Star of
David is a
symbol of
the Jewish
faith.

Anne Frank came to believe that her diary
might be an important record of the way
Dutch people suffered under German rule.
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Mini Spy . . .
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Mini Spy likes to keep a journal of each day, as Anne Frank
did. See if you can find: • ice cream cone • question mark

• word MINI
• book
• sailboat
• letter Z
• arrow
• can
• carrot
• steak
• safety pin
• bell • key
• letter D
• lima bean
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Most historians believe World War II
began when Germany invaded Poland
in 1939. The leader of Germany, Adolf
Hitler, wanted to take over other parts
of Europe, too.

Hitler believed
that certain people
were not good
enough to live. For
instance, he thought
disabled children and
adults, members of
some races, and
people who practiced
certain religions should be
exterminated, or killed. Jewish people
were among those Hitler believed were
not worthy of living.
First steps

Hitler began by restricting, or
limiting, what Jews could do. They could
no longer be lawyers or newspaper
editors. Jewish people could not own
businesses.

All Jews were forced to
sew a yellow star onto
their clothing so they
could be identified.

Families separated
Men and

women usually
lived separately
in the camps.
Children might
be taken away
from their parents. People who were too
sick or old to work were killed.

Doctors used the prisoners for
medical experiments.

What Was the Holocaust?

Concentration camps
Later, Hitler’s government set up

prisons, called concentration camps,
where Jews and others were sent.

When they arrived, prisoners had to
give up all their possessions. Some had
their heads shaved.

While they were there, they had to
work hard. Often it was cold, and they
had only thin clothing. The prisoners
got very little to eat. Many were killed.

Words that remind us of Anne Frank are hidden in the block below. Some
words are hidden backward or diagonally, and some letters are used
twice. See if you can find:  DIARY,  ANNE,  FRANK,  GERMANY,  JEWISH,
BIRTHDAY,  HOLOCAUST,  AMSTERDAM,  HITLER,  CHANCELLOR,
SEGREGATED,  WAR,  STAR,  CONCENTRATION,  CAMP,  SECRET,
ANNEX,  SISTER,  HELPERS,  LIBERATE,  OTTO.

Anne Frank TRY ’N
FIND

ANNE’S DIARY
REALLY MOVES

ME!

X E N N A R O L L E C N A H C
S E G R E G A T E D D R R S G
I K N A R F R E L T I H A I E
S O Q N S E C R E T A K T W R
T T S U A C O L O H R B S E M
E T A R E B I L X V Y P G J A
R O Z V A M S T E R D A M H N
S R E P L E H B I R T H D A Y
L D N O I T A R T N E C N O C
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Basset Brown

The News

Hound’s

TM

Adolf Hitler

These men were photographed at
the Buchenwald concentration camp
in Germany when U.S. soldiers came
to liberate, or free, them in April
1945. They slept in wooden bunks.
Most people in the camps became
very thin, and many died of disease
or starvation.
About 6 million Jews died in
concentration camps.
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photo courtesy AFS/AFF, Amsterdam/Basel

At the library:
“Anne Frank” by Wil Mara
Sites to see:
www.annefrank.com
www.annefrank.org/
dagboeklessen/en_US/index.html

ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f 
Th

e 
N

at
io

na
l A

rc
hi

ve
s

Rookie Cookie’s Recipe
Peanut Butter Pudding Parfait
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Meet Maria Canals-Barrera
Maria Canals-Barrera stars as

Theresa Russo in the Disney
Channel series “The Wizards of
Waverly Place.”

Maria has acted in several TV
shows, plays and movies, including
the Disney TV movie “Camp
Rock” and the Disney Channel
series “The Proud Family.”

She was the voice of Hawkgirl in
the animated TV series “Justice

League” and the voice of Fire in “Justice League Unlimited.”
Maria, 42, grew up in Miami and now lives in Los

Angeles.

You’ll need:
• 2 tablespoons reduced-fat milk
• 3 tablespoons chunky peanut butter
• 11/4 cups light whipped topping
• 3 cups cold reduced-fat milk
• 1 large package chocolate-flavored instant pudding
What to do:
1. Stir 2 tablespoons milk with the peanut butter until mixed well.
2. Gently blend in the whipped topping.
3. Make pudding according to directions with 3 cups of milk in a

separate bowl.
4. Spoon whipped topping mixture and pudding alternately into

parfait glasses.
5. Chill for 1 hour before serving. Serves 6 to 8.
*You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.
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Gillian: Why did the golfer buy a new club?
Gus: Because he had a hole in one!

Gary: Why did the golfers yell at each other?
Giselle: They were teed off!

Greg: What makes it so difficult to drive
a golf ball?

Gigi: It doesn’t have a steering wheel!

All the following jokes have something in common.
Can you guess the common theme or category?
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Have you ever kept a diary or journal?
Some kids like to write in a diary. They
can write about things that happen to
them during the day, how they feel
about people and events in their lives,
and hopes they have for the future.

The Franks, the van Pels family (called van
Daan in the diary) and Fritz Pfeffer (called
Albert Dussel in the diary) lived in the secret
annex for about two years. A swinging
bookcase hid the door to their hiding place.

Trying to get along
A few days later, Anne’s family

welcomed the van Pels family into the
hiding place. Auguste, Hermann and
Peter, who was 16, lived on the top floor.

The Franks and the van Pelses
learned quickly how hard it is to get
along when you’re confined, or locked
up, in close quarters with other people.
Anne wrote in her diary about
arguments between the residents of the
secret annex. She became jealous of her
sister, who never seemed to get in
trouble.

In November, the group grew to eight
people when an elderly dentist, Fritz
Pfeffer, moved in. Margot moved to a
camp bed, and Dr. Pfeffer slept in
Anne’s room.

Into Hiding
Loyal helpers

The Franks, the van Pels family and
Dr. Pfeffer could not have survived in
their hiding place without helpers. Four
employees of Otto Frank’s former
business brought the group food and
news of what was happening in
Amsterdam and around the world.

Helping the Jews meant taking a big
risk. If their acts had been discovered,
they might have been killed.
Discovery

Anne and the other residents of the
secret annex avoided being caught until
August 1944. Someone who has never
been identified informed the German
police about the secret annex.

The Franks, van Pelses and Dr.
Pfeffer were arrested and were sent to
Auschwitz, a concentration camp in
Poland. Later, Anne, Margot and
Auguste van Pels were sent to another
camp, Bergen-Belsen, in Germany.

Anne’s mother died at Auschwitz.
Margot became very sick at Bergen-
Belsen and died in March 1945. Anne
died a few days later. She was 15 years
old.

Sometime in April, British troops
liberated the remaining prisoners at
Bergen-Belsen.
A famous diary

When Miep Gies,
one of the helpers to
the Frank family,
returned to the annex
after their arrest, she
found Anne’s diary
among her things on
the floor. She kept it
and returned it to Otto Frank, who had
survived Auschwitz. An edited version
of the diary was published in 1947.

The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist

The Mini Page thanks Maureen McNeil,
director of education at The Anne Frank
Center USA, for help with this issue.

On Anne Frank’s 13th birthday in 1942, she
received a diary as a gift. Her first entries in
the diary were about her birthday parties
and other gifts.

At first, Anne didn’t think anyone
would care about her diary. She wrote:
“(L)ater on neither I nor anyone else
will be interested in the musings of a
13-year-old schoolgirl. Oh well, it doesn’t
matter. I feel like writing, and I have an
even greater need to get all kinds of
things off my chest.”
Planning their escape

Anne’s father, Otto Frank, knew
things would get worse for Jews in
Amsterdam. He began to plan for his
family to go into hiding on July 16,
1942.

But on July 8, Margot Frank received
a letter from the government. It ordered
her to report to a “work camp.” Her
family knew this meant a concentration
camp.

The family put on several layers of
clothing. They gave other possessions to
loyal friends who had promised to help
them. Then they walked to Otto Frank’s
office building, where he and others had
prepared a “secret annex” for the family.
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Miep Gies turned
100 years old in
February 2009.

Second Floor Third Floor

from The Mini Page © 2009 Universal Press Syndicate

Supersport: Derek Fisher
Height: 6-1    Weight: 210    Hometown: Little Rock, Ark.

When the Los Angeles Lakers need a key play, they typically turn to
superstar Kobe Bryant. But in Game 4 of the NBA championship series
against the Orlando Magic, it was guard Derek Fisher who flashed the
magic touch and made shots that will be shown for years on highlight
films.

Confident and poised amid all the pressure, Fisher hit a game-tying three-point
jumper with 4.6 seconds left. Then in overtime he broke a 91-91 tie with another long
three that helped propel LA to a 3-games-to-1 series lead and toward its 15th NBA title.

It was the fourth NBA championship ring for Fisher, who has spent 10 years of his
13-year career with the Lakers. Now it’s time for Mr. Cool to unwind, maybe go
fishing, or do leisurely traveling, two of his favorite pastimes.

The Lakers chose the all-around guard 24th overall in the 1996 draft, following his
great career at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock. Fisher has continued helping
his college. He pledged $700,000 toward a gymnasium and the Fisher Fellows Life
Skills Program. He also contributes to a variety of service projects in Los Angeles.
Derek delivers both in the community and on the court.
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